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more authoritative guidance was required for an institution
which was developing so rapidly. It may be that, although
the Patriarch had shown himself favourable to the knights,
there had already been some friction with the prelates in the
East, and that it had therefore become desirable that the papal
court in Rome should take the Temple under its protection.
In 1126, Baldwin II encouraged Hugh de Payens to seek a
Rule from the Pope, but such a Rule was not easy to obtain.
The king realised the difficulty, and decided to enlist the
aid of Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux, the most influential
religious leader in Christendom. St. Bernard never occupied
the papal chair, but he nominated candidates to the Holy See,
and his authority was almost unquestioned. If Bernard of
Clairvaux could be induced to interest himself in the applica-
tion, there was little doubt that the Temple would receive
the approbation of the Pope and be given a Rule suitable to
its circumstances, Baldwin, who at that time had taken over
the regency of Antioch, wrote to St. Bernard:
" Baldwin II, by the grace of Jesus Christ, King of
Jerusalem, Prince of Antioch, to the venerable father
Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux, Greetings and respects. The
brothers Templars, whom God has raised up for the
defence of our province and to whom He has accorded
special protection, desire to receive apostolic approval and
also their own Rule of life. For that purpose we have
sent Andrew and Gondemar, renowned both by their
exploits in battle and by the nobility of their blood, to beg
that the Holy Pontiff might give his approbation to their
Order and grant them support and assistance against the
enemies of the faith, who are all leagued together to sup-
plant and overthrow our kingdom.
Since we know well the weight of your intercession
with God and also with His Vicar and with the other
princes of Europe, we give into your care this twofold